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of bromide potassium every two hours. Nevertheless the pain continued, 
with but short intervals of rest, for two days, and the patient had by 
this time become exhausted, and there was yet no apparent prospect of 
a cessation of the pain. At this juncture, I concluded to make a trial of 
citric acid, in regard to the efficacy of which to relieve pain I had pre¬ 
viously satisfied myself in a patient with scirrhus of the left mamma. I 
gave R.—Acid, citric. 3'j 5 Aqua, %\ v. — M. Sig. — Teaspoonful every 
two hours. At my next visit, I was informed that relief followed the 
first dose, and that, save some slight twinges, no pain had since been 
felt. The fever ceased, the tongue speedily became clean, the appetite and 
lochia returned, and, what was most gratifying, there was no return of the 
pain, though the womb remained tender for several days. With tr. ferri 
chlor. and quinia as a tonic and the substitution of fresh lemons as more 
palatable than the mixture, the patient rapidly convalesced, and is now 
engaged in her household duties. Since then, I have used the acid in 
severe after-pains, and have been highly pleased with the prompt allevia¬ 
tion of distress that it affords. 

A Case of Voluntary Self-Emasculation. Reported by D. N. Ran¬ 
kin, M.D., Physician to Western Penitentiary of Pennsylvania. 

W. J. D., aged 23 years, a prisoner in the Western Penitentiary of 
Pennsylvania, deserted from the rebel army in January, 1863, in West 
Virginia, and afterwards enlisted in the United States army, remaining 
there until May of the same year, when he deserted from it also, and made 
his way to Columbus, Ohio. Soon afterwards he passed over into Penn¬ 
sylvania, and wandered about, through the mountainous regions of that 
State, until he incidentally met with a suitable accomplice, who was 
equally depraved in character, and as willing to undertake anything 
ever so reckless and criminal, providing it would lead to the acquisition of 
money. They arrived at Pittsburg on the 3d of December, 1863, and, 
on the next night, broke into and robbed the post office at West Browns¬ 
ville, Pa,, a village in the neighbourhood of Pittsburg, in which act he 
was captured, but his companion in guilt, unfortunately for the community, 
escaped. He was tried, convicted, and sentenced to hard labour and soli¬ 
tary confinement in the Western Penitentiary for the term of ten years. 

During the early part of his confinement, he seemed to endure his 
punishment as well as the generality of the prisoners do, until May 6th, 
1866, at which period I received an urgent summons to hasten to the 
prison to see a man who had attempted to commit suicide. On my arrival 
I found that, by means of the knife with which he had been in the habit 
of cutting his meat and bread, Davids had, after sharpening it on the 
stone floor, deliberately removed both his testicles. 

When asked what motive had induced him to such a barbarous act, 
he said that for some considerable time he had been terribly tormented, 
during his sleeping hours, with such annoying, lascivious dreams, that at 
length they had become insupportable, and supposing the testicles were the 
cause of all this trouble, he had determined to rid himself of the offending 
organs. After having thus made up his mind, he fixed upon the approach¬ 
ing Sunday for carrying into effect his resolution. When the time arrived, 
and he had made the proper preparation for the operation, by sharpening 
his knife, he commenced by making one cut that penetrated merely through 
the integuments of the scrotum, when, his courage failing, he postponed 
the operation to the next Sunday, but on this day his fortitude was insuffi- 
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cient to enable him to do any better than on the first attempt, when he 
determined to defer the farther prosecution of the operation to the next 
Sunday. When that day arrived, he determined that on that day he would 
succeed in his object, if it should cost him his life. So, on Sunday after¬ 
noon, May 6, 1866, after the necessary preparations, he made a sweeping 
incision, antero-posteriorly, parallel with the raphe of the scrotum, and 
immediately over the right testicle, extending about two and a half inches 
in length, and completely exposing that organ to view, then, after drawing 
it down a little distance, he severed the spermatic cord, thus detaching the 
testicle entirely, which he carried to the water-closet, ten feet distant, and 
threw it into that receptacle. After the cutting of the cord, there was 
considerable hemorrhage from the spermatic artery, to check which he 
obtained a thread by ripping a seam in one of the legs of his panta¬ 
loons, with which he successfully ligated the bleeding artery, and then 
used cold water to check the venous hemorrhage. 

Having thus succeeded so well in the removal of the right, he at once 
engaged in extirpating the left testicle, and as equally well succeeded in 
removing it also. 

On my arrival at his cell, he presented a most pitiable appearance, and 
at once addressed me, by observing, “ Well, doctor, I have done itand, 
throwing off the blanket with which he was covered, he exhibited to view 
the whole extent of th*e inhuman act. There were two incisions in the 
scrotum parallel to each other, antero-posteriorly, about two and a half 
inches in length, as neatly made as if done by the most expert surgeon. 

The bloody knife and the blanket, saturated with blood, were the only 
objects more than ordinary observable around his cell. 

I carefully washed the wounds, and, having brought the ends of the 
ligatures out at the lower part of the incisions, brought together their 
edges, with three sutures to each incision, and supported them with a 
sufficient number of adhesive straps, taking care to leave the inferior ends 
of the incisions a little open for the escape of the discharges. The parts 
were then supported by a compress and T bandage. As a dressing nothing 
but cold water was used. 

On the eighth day the sutures were removed, and in about three weeks 
after the performance of the operation he was able to perform his allotted 
task as a shoemaker in the prison. 

This man, previous to his imprisonment, had been a desperate character, 
and had spent the greater part of nine years of his time, before the war 
commenced, in roving about through Texas, Mexico, and Arkansas. He 
is extremely ignorant, unable to read or write, and may be considered a 
perfect specimen of a Mexican bandit. 

At the present time, January, 1867, he is in excellent health, with the 
exception that he is considerably troubled with obesity; but says he is 
now much better contented than formerly to remain within the walls of 
his solitary cell, where he sees no person except the officers of the prison. 

Excision of Fibro-malignant Tumour from Bight Side of Neck. By 
J. F. Shafcner, M.D., Salem, N. C. 

In October, 1865, Mr. B., set. 60, consulted me in reference to a large 
tumour, extending from behind the right ear downwards towards the cla¬ 
vicle, which had made its appearance some fifty years before. When first 
observed, it was about the size of a pea, and had been gradually increasing 
ever since, and always free from pain. It was pronounced to be fibrous, 



